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To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast, or cabled 
before 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 10 February 1971 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, QUEENSLAND, MARCH QUARTER: 4970 


Details of industrial accidents are extracted from claims for workers’ 
compensation finalised or becoming three years old during the quarter. They do 
not refer to accidents actually occurring within the period. This should be 
clearly borne in mind if comparisons with earlier periods are attempted. For 
further explanatory notes and definitions, see page 2. 


During the March quarter 1970, 9,444 claims for work injuries were 
finalised. These claims covered 174,7%2 days of lost time through temporary 
disability, in addition to 13 fatalities and 222 cases of permanent disability. 


Males were involved in 8,660 cases of work injuries which resulted in 
13 fatalities, 207 cases of permanent disability, and 8,440 cases of temporary 
disability. These latter cases caused 157,752 days of lost time, or an average 
of 18.7 days per case of temporary disability. 


Work injuries to females (784) resulted in 15 cases of permanent 
disability and 769 cases of temporary disability. The temporary disability 
cases resulted in a loss of 17,010 days, or an average of 22.1 days per case. 


Of the 157,752 days lost by males through temporary disability 
injuries, the greatest loss resulted from over-exertion or strenuous movement, 
with 38,782 days of lost time. This type of accident recorded an average loss 
of time of 23.1 days per injury. Stepping on, striking, or being struck by 
objects resulted in a loss of 38,724 days, with an average of 135.1 days of lost 
time per injury; and falls of persons in a loss of 38,112 days, or 24.2 days per 
injury. A high proportion of the total days lost by females was also attribut- 
able to these three types of accidents. 


A. W. MUMME 
DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 
AND GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 


320-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 


8 February 1971 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoning 
Brisbane 31 3281, Extension 22. 


Explanatory Notes 


In Queensland, workers' compensation insurance is confined solely to 
the State Government Insurance Office. An employer, by a policy with that Office, 
issued under the "Workers' Compensation Acts 1916 to 1966", indemnifies himself 
against all sums for which, in respect of injury to any worker employed by hin, 
he may become legally liable by way of compensation or damages in relation to 
that injury. Claims made on the State Government Insurance Office are therefore 
the sole source of information on compensative industrial accidents. 


Self-employed persons are not obliged to insure, hence a number of 
accidents to workers in primary industry and in the professions etc. are not 
recorded. Also, members of the Police Force and the Commonwealth Public Service, 
including the P.M.G.'s Department, are excluded by the provisions of the Act, and 
coverage is thereby restricted in the administrative and communications industries. 


By definition, the scope of the collection is limited to include only 
those injured employees who lost at least a full shift from work as a result of 
the accident. Cases of occupational diseases precipitated or aggravated by some 
accidental event are classified to the antecedent work injury rather than to the 
disease. This bulletin excludes particulars of accidents occurring during recess 
periods or on the journey to or from work, and of occupational diseases, all of 
which are published annually. 


Definitions 


An Industrial Accident is defined as any compensated work injury or a 
compensated occupational disease causing death or permanent disability, or the 
temporary disability of the injured person during the entire interval corres- 
ponding to the hours of his or her regular shift on any one or more calendar 
days subsequent to the date of the injury. Details of Work Injuries only are 
given in the following tables. 


Fatal injuries are so classified regardless of the time intervening 
between injury and death, providing that death occurs within three years of the 
intimation of the claim. 


Permanent Disability is an injury which does not cause death but results 
in the complete loss or loss of use of any member or part of a member of the 
body, or in any permanent impairment of the functions of the body or part thereof. 


Temporary Disability is any injury which does not result in death or 
permanent impairment, but renders the injured person unable to perform a 
regularly established job during the entire time interval corresponding to the 
hours of a full, regular shift. 


Duration of Temporary Disability refers to the number of calendar days 
lost rather than to the actual number of working days lost. 


Type of Accident is the event which directly resulted in the injury 
(iee. the manner in which contact was made between the injured person and the 
object or substance causing the injury). 


Agency Related to the Accident is the agency (i.e. working environ- 


ment, production equipment, animal, etc.) which, because of its hazardous nature 
or condition, precipitated the event designated as the accident. 
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Table 1 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 
March Quarter 1970 


Extent of Extent of Disability] Duration of Temporary Disability 


All 
15 D 
Perm- | Tem- |1 to 78 aye vere 
te anent |porary| Days 
ae 


Over 6 Days Lost 


Month 
orth} Total [Average 


Industry Group 
4 Weeks!i6 Mths 


Total oe oe 
Primary production oe 


Mining and quarrying ve 
Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 
Metal refining and products 


Meat and fish processing 
Other food and drink processing 
Sawmill ing and wood products 

Preparation of skins and leather 


goods manufacturing oe 


Rubber goods manufacturing .. 


Other manufacturing 
Electricity and gas oe 
Water supply and sewerage 
Building construction and repairs 
Other construction works oe 


Road transport .. a 
Other transport and storage 

Commerce and finance ve 
Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other Industries 


Total aC sie 

Primary production oe 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering ee 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing ats 

Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, frult and vegetable 

canning 0 oe 
Other food and drink processing 
Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 

facturing re a 
Other manufacturing oe 
Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc. 
Other community etc. services 
Hotels, boarding houses, res- 
taurants, etc, Aids 
Amusement and personal services 


Other industries ae 
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Table 2 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 
March Quarter 1970 


Extent of Disabil ity| of Extent of Disabil ity| Duration of Temporary Disability 
Ail 8 fe 


Total ee 
Professional, managerial, and 


clerical workers 
Sa lesmen oe 
Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 
Miners and quarrymen 
Road transport workers 


Electriclans and related elec- 
trical workers oe 
Metal tradesmen, process workers 
Carpenters and other woodworking 

occupations e 
Painters and decorators oe 
Bricklayers and other construc- 
tion workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators ve 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers ee 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers oe oe 

Other occupations ats 


Total ae ee 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers se 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. ee . 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers ve 

Other production process workers 
n.e,i. ee 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers ve oe 

Other occupations ee 
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Table 3 - Work Injuries: Type of Accident by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disabilit 
March Quarter 1970 


Extent of extent of Oisabi tty Duration of Temporary Disability 


15 Days] Over 4 L 
Fetal Perm= | Temp- |1 to 7 ia (i Over 6 Saye Rone 
<= anent Jorary | Days aden 
ae 


All 
In- 


Type of Accident 


juries 
4 Weeks|6 Mths 


Tota! oe oe 
Falls of persons oe 
Struck by falling objects 


Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects °° 
Caught In, or between, objects 


Over-exertion or strenuous 


movement ee oe 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature oe 
Exposure to, or contact with, 


electric current oe 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances oe 
Other types 


Total 
Falls of persons oe 
Struck by falling objects 


Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects oe 


Caught in, or between, objects 


Over-exertion or strenuous 


movement oe oe 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature we 


Exposure to, or contact with, 


electric current Aes 
Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances oe 


Other types a oe 


6 


Table 4 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Nature of Injury, March Quarter 1970 


Nature of Injury 


a 


Occupation Group 


All Injuries 
Fractures, 
Dislocations 
Sprains, 
Internal 
Injuries 
Amputations 
Lacerations, 
Open Wounds 
Superficial 
Injurtes 
Contus ions, 
Injuries 


Total ee ° 
Professional, managerial, and 


clerical workers 

Salesmen “4 

Farmers, fishermen, timber- 
getters oe 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers 


Electricians and related elec- 
trical workers ee 
Metal tradesmen, process workers 
Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations ee 

Painters and decorators 
Bricklayers and other construc- 
tion workers ee 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators ee ee 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers oo 

Labourers n.e,i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers oe 

Other occupations 


Total . oe 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers ee 

Sales workers oe 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. oe oe 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
noel, ee ee 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers se oe 

Other occupations ee 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather, 
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Table 5 - Work Injurtes: Type of Accident by Nature of Injur March Quarter 1970 


Nature of Injury 


Type of Accident 


a 


Injuries 
Injuries 


All Injuries 
Internal 


Fractures, 
Dislocations 
Amputations 
Lacerations, 
Open Wounds 
Superficial 
Contusions,.. 
Bruisings 
Injurtes 


Other 


Total aS 


Falls of persons 

Struck by falling objects 

Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects ee 

Caught in, or between, objects 

Over-exertion or strenuous 
movement eo oe 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature oe 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
electric current 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances oe 

Other types ° 


Total 

Falls of persons 

Struck by falling objects 

Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects oe 

Caught in, or between, objects 

Over-exertion or strenuous 


movement oe ee 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature ve 
Exposure to, or contact with, 
electric current oe 
Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances oe 
Other types oe oe 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 


Table 6 ~ Work Injuries: Agency Related to the Accident by Nature of Injury, March Quarter 1970 


Agency Related to the Accident 


| Injurtes 
Fractures, 
Dislocations 
Internal 
Injurtes 
Injuries 
a 
Injurtes 


Total ee ee 
Metal- and wood-working machines 
Other machines 

Lifting equipment 

Installed equipment 

Hand tools and movable equipment 


Means of transport eo 

Materlals, substances, and 
radiation ee 

Indoor working environment 

Outdoor and underground working 
env ironment 

Ob jects” 

Other agencles 


Total ee ee 
Metal- and wood-working machines 
Other machines 

Lifting equipment 

Installed equipment 


is 
yO FH Ww tin 


Hand tools and movable equipment 


@ 


Means of transport 

Materials, substances, and 
radiation ee 

Indoor working environment 

Outdoor and underground work ing 
environment 

Ob jects 

Other agencies 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to potsons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 
b For example,,crates, logs, protruding stakes, etc, 
¥ 


& 
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Table 7 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Type of Accident, March Quarter 1970 


Type of Accident 


Industry Group 


All Injuries 
Over-exertion 
or Strenuous 


Movement 


Substances or 


Temperatures 
Radiation 


Caught in, or 
between, 
Other Types 


Electric 


Stepping on, 
Striking, or 
Struck by, 
Ob jects 
Extreme 


Falls of 
Persons 
Struck by 
Falling 
Ob jects 


Total ee se 
Primary production oe 
Mining and quarrying a 
Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 
Metal refining and products 


Machinery & genera! engineering 


Meat and fish processing oe 
Other food and drink processing 


Sawmilling and wood products 
Preparation of skins and’ leather 


goods manufacturing oe 


Rubber goods manufacturing .. 


Other manufacturing 


Electricity and gas 


Water supply and sewerage 


Building construction and repairs 


Other construction works ee 


Road transport oe 
Other transport and storage 


Commerce and finance are 


Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other Industries 


Total 
Primary production oo 


Metal refining and products, 


general engineering oe 
Textile manufacturing oe 
Clothing manufactur ing ae 


Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and vegetable 


canning ae te 


Other food and drink processing 


Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 


facturing ae or 


Other manufactur ing ee 


Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc, 
Other community etc. services 


Hotels, boarding houses, res— 


taurants, etc, 


Amusement and personal services 


Other industries ws 
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Table 8 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Type of Accident, March Quarter 1970 


Type of Accident 


Occupation Group 


Injuries 

Falls of 

| Struck by 
Falling 
Stepping on, 
Striking, or 
Struck by, 
Ob jects 
Caught in, or 
between, 
Over-exertion 
or Strenuous 
Movement 
Temperatures 
Electric 
Substances or 
Radiation 
Other Types 


Professional, managerlal, and 
clerical workers ee 

Salesmen or oe 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers 


Electricians and related electrical 
workers oe ee 
Metal tradesmen, process workers 
Carpenters and other wood-working 
occupations ee ee 
Painters and decorators oe 
Bricklayers and other construction 


workers ee ee 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, Lifting equipment 
operators oe oe 

Waterside workers, freight handlers 

Labourers n.e.1. oe 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers ee 

Other occupations 


Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers ee 

Sales workers AG ee 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, etc. 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers . 

Other production process workers 
nel, ee 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers ae 


Other occupations 
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Table 9 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Agency Related to the Accident, March Quarter 1970 


Agency Related to the Accident 


Industry Group 


Injuries 
Metal- and 
Wood-working 
Machines 
Other Machines 
and Installed 
Equipment 
Equipment 
Hand Tools, 
Equipment 
Means of 
Transport 
Materials, 
Substances, 
and Radiation 
Indoor Working 
Environment 
Outdoor and 
Under ground 
Env ironment 
Other Agencies 


Total 

Primary production 

Mining and quarrying 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 

Machinery & general engineering 

Meat and fish processing oe 

Other food and drink processing 

Sawmil ling and wood products 

Preparation of skins and leather 
goods manufacturing ae 

Rubber goods manufacturing 

Other manufacturing 

Electricity and gas 

Water supply and sewerage 

Building construction & repairs 


— = 


Other construction works 45 
Road transport oe oe 
Other transport and storage 
Commerce and finance 

Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other Industries 


Primary production 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufactur ing 

Meat and fish processing 

Jam making, frult and vegetable 
canning ee ee 

Other food and drink processing 

Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 
facturing 

Other manufacturing 

Commerce and finance 

Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services 

Hotels, boarding houses, res- 
taurants, etc. 

Amusement and personal services 

Other Industries a0 


a For example crates, logs, protruding stakes, etc. 


